HONOUR The Viswakarma
community has been recognised for
its outstanding service.
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ecognition - has come for
temple - architects, from
Hawaii. -Hinduism. Today,
run by the Saiva Siddhan-
tha Church of Kauai Adeenam,

. founded by Sri Sivaya Subramu-

niya Swami, has. conferred: the
Hindu of the Year Award collec-
tlvely on. the reators of divine!

Tor the entire Viswakarma com-

munity,” exults -Selvanathan
Sthapati, nephew of the illustrious
Ganapati Sthapati, himself-a de-
scendant of Perunthachan to
whom Raja Raja Chola entrusted
the construction of-the Big Tem-
ple,

“Right from the junior draught-

sman to the senior sculptor the

award includes everyone,” adds
Selvanathan. “I think of all those
sthapatis, whose monuments in
stone dot the length and breadth
of 'the country, especially the
South.” Seniors such as Muthiah
Sthapati,  Kuberan -Sthapati .of
Swamimalai-and his brother Ka-
runanithi have expressed their joy

about the recogmtlon, first of its’

kind.
It is a salute to all those sculp-

' tors and bullders, whose work has
gone into the rise of temples that”

dot cities across the globe, says the
journal. An excerpt from
the article,- ‘Our Temple
Builders: Hindu of the Yéar
2012:"

“A few: years ago, the U
immigration - service su
denly stopped 1ssr1mg the
Religious Worker visa 'for
carvers.and plaster, sculp- -

construction workers.” Af-
ter several months of corre-
spondence  with' - other
Hindu organisations and’
the help of high-priced law-
yers and ‘the office of Sen-
ator Kennedy, that decision
was reversed. We made a
convincing “case to the

‘American Government, based on

scripture, history.. that - their
work was no ordinary job but a
religious calling, just as it is for
the sthapatis.

“Perhaps not all ~approach
their work with this attitude; but
it is-shared by everyone whom
we know. For that and for their
central role.in preservmg and
expanding Hindu - culture’ in
thousands- “of  communities
around the world, wé honour our
temple builders, north and south
as our ‘Hindu of the Year’ for
2012.”

A tribute -
- Thejournal pays tribute to the
stupendous - ‘contribution - made-

‘ by the BAPS Swaminarayan or-
ganisation in the field of temple
_construction - more than 1077 in,

at that point of time,”
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41 years. But what clinched the
award is the work going into the
making of the Iraivan temple in
the island of Kauai, Hawaii. Stha-
pati Selvanathan had to answer a
questionnaire in this regard. “I
didn’t know it was for the award
he says.

. Selvanathan Sthapati ‘was 13
when he first met Sri Sub-
ramuniyaswami, who blessed
him. -The swamiji was visiting

‘the Government College of Ar-
chitecture and Sculpture in Ma- -

mallapuram ~of which' Ganapati
Sthapati was the'principal. =
The next meeting took place,

.again’ in Chennai, after Selva-
‘nathan’ sthapati had graduated.

The Swamiji, referred to as Gu-
rudeva, and Ganapati Sthapati
were discussing. the project the

former had visualised. ‘One God,
: One Religion, was the’

concept . and Sri Subra-

God, Iraivan.

take many: years. Who
time? Ganapat1
ed his neph-
ccessor, who
would continue ‘the pro-

& Sthapa

makes, periodic visits to
“Kauai to oversee the pro-
ject. The'aim is to com=

plete work by 2017,
In accordance with the

muniyaswami wanted .to”
build a temple for that

The' temple was ‘going
“to be unique and might.

would take over after the

ject. Selvanathan Sthapati”

vision of Sri Sivayasubramuniya
Swami, Ganapati Sthapati de-
signed the femple with a gar-
bagriha, vimanam, mantapam,
mahamantapam, Nandi Manta-
pam and Pancha prakaram: -Si-
vaya Subramuniyaswamy wanted
everything to be handcrafted-in
this' temple - of white zramte,

sourced from Bangaluru, His aim~

was to preserve Hindu Dharma
and spread it around:the world.

WORIC IN PROGRESS: A view of the white
| granite Iraivan temple in Hawait and its
vimangzm. PHOTOS: SPECIAL ARRANGEMEN’TV |

He chose stone as the medium so
that the temple would be strong
and last long.just as the Briha-
diswara temple has.

The principal: deity is a mas-
sive crystal lingam. set on a' -
panchaloha avudaiyar. The web-
site www.gurudeva.org has de- .
tails about = Sri
Subramuniyaswami, the. Saiva
Siddhanta Church and the Irai-
van temple.




