CHANT TO THE PRECEPTOR

GURU MANTRA
JHA

THIS PROFOUND VEDIC HYMN IN PRAISE OF
ILLUMINEDPRECEPTORS IS TRADITIONALLY CHANTED
BY DISCIPLES UPON THEIR GURU’S ARRIVAL. HANDS ARE

HELD IN THE WORSHIPFUL POSE, ANJALI MUDRA.
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Aum na karmana na prajaya dhanena
thyagenaike amritatva ma nasuh,
parena nakan nihitan guhayam
vibhrajade tadyadyatayo visanti.

Immortality is attained not by work, not by progeny,
not by wealth, but only by renunciation.

That which recluses attain is laid beyond the heaven,
yet it shines brilliantly in the purified heart. _
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Vedantavijiana sunischitarthah sannya sa
yogadya tayah suddhasattvah,

te brahmaloketu parantakale

para mritatparimuchyanti sarve.

Having attained the immortality consisting of identity with
the Supreme, aspirants who strive for self-control, who have
realized the conclusions of the Vedas and have attained purity



of mind through yoga, and steadfastness in the knowledge
of Brahman, preceded by renunciation, are released into the
region of Brahman at the dissolution of their final body.
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dahram vipapam parame$ma bhiitam yatpundarikam
puramadhya saggustham,

tatrapi dahram gaganam visoka stasmin yadantasta-
dupa sitavyam.

In the citadel of the body there is the small, sinless and pure
lotus of the heart which is the residence of the Supreme. Fur-
ther in the interior of this small area there is the sorrowless
ether. That is to be meditated upon continually.
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Yo vedadau svarah prokto vedante cha
pratishthitah, tasya prakriti-linasya yah parah sa
mahesvarah.

He is the Supreme Lord who transcends the syllable Aum
which is uttered at the commencement of the recital
of the Vedas, which is well established in the Upani-

shads and which is dissolved in the primal cause during
contemplation. Krishna Yajur Veda, Mahanarayana Upani-
shad, 10.21-24.



