














rational and ethical.” Osborne, a British devotee and founding edi-
tor of The Mountain Path journal, produced four books about Sri 
Ramana. In addition to his biography, he wrote: The Teachings of 
Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi in His Own Words; My Life and 
Quest (Ramana’s autobiography, written in Tamil and translated 
into English); and The Collected Works of Sri Ramana Maharshi. 
Osborne’s books continue to serve as transformative guides, offer-
ing a glimpse into the profound vision and mission of the sage. 

And who can forget Paul Brunton and his famous book, A Search 
in Secret India. The New York Times wrote in a book review, “In the 
Maharshi—the Great Sage—who lives in hermetic seclusion in a 
lowly dwelling at the foot of the Hill of the Holy Beacon and who 
formerly spent six years in a cave on the mountainside, Mr. Brunton 
found that which he had been seeking—the holiest of holy men.” 

The Indian government has issued stamps in honor of the silent 
sage. The first was unveiled by President V.V. Giri on April 14, 1971. 
In 1998, President K.R. Narayanan released a stamp to mark the 48th 
anniversary of Sri Ramana’s mahasamadhi. In 2014, for Maharshi’s 
jayanti, the postmaster general of Chennai introduced a permanent 
pictorial cancellation—a special postmark featuring the Ramanasra-
mam logo with text in Devanagari and Roman scripts.

Conclusion
With the simple but deep question “Who am I?,” Sri Ramana nudged 
seekers to look within. In an uncertain world, where significant wars 
are ongoing, his message of oneness needs to be carefully read, re-
read and understood. From his remote mountain lair, he churned out 
thousands of ambassadors of oneness. Here was a sage who never 
asked us to learn anything or do anything except realize the Self. The 
Tamil expression, summa iru (“just be”) summarizes his life most 
appropriately. There can be a no better tribute to this inspirational 
sage than to put this into practice in our everyday life while discharg-
ing our duties. We must not mistakenly think that Ramana’s message 
is relevant only to the renunciate. It is applicable to all, and more rel-
evant now than ever. ∏π
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The Sage’s Grand Departure
In 1947, at age 68, Ramana Maharshi was suffering from 
cancer. When the doctors suggested amputating his left 
arm above a large tumor, Ramana replied with a smile: 

“There is no need for alarm. The body is itself a disease. Let 
it have its natural end. Why mutilate it? A simple dressing 
on the affected part will do.” Still, two operations were 
performed to remove the tumor, but it appeared again, as 
large as a coconut. Indigenous systems of medicine were 
tried, and homeopathy, too, but the disease did not yield 
to treatment. The sage, supremely indifferent to suffering, 
remained unconcerned. He sat as a spectator watching 
the disease waste the body; his eyes shone as bright as 
ever, and his grace flowed toward all beings. Many were 
coming to say goodbye to the master. In this tradition, it 
is regarded as a special blessing to be near a realized soul 
at the time he or she gives up the body. Ramana insisted 
that the crowds be allowed to have his darshan, and he 
had his bed placed in a public courtyard and sat on it day 
after day leaning against a white pillow in just his loin cloth. 
Devotees came and went for weeks as his body slowly 
diminished. Ramana had compassion for those who grieved, 
and he sought to comfort them by reminding them of the 
truth that he was not the body. The Great Departure came 
on April 14, 1950. That evening the sage gave darshan 
to all present in the ashram. They sat singing his favorite 
hymn to Arunachala, the form of Siva as an infinite pillar 
of light. He asked his attendants to help him sit up. He 
smiled as a tear trickled down his cheek, and at 8:47pm 
his breathing stopped. As instructed, devotees prepared 
a pit in the earth and placed the body there in a seated 
yogic posture, encasing it in salt. Such interments of great 
masters are revered as supremely holy. A Sivalingam was 
installed above the crypt, and a shrine was constructed 
over it, known as the Sri Ramana Maharshi Samadhi Shrine. 
This shrine is centrally located within the ashram premises, 
serving as a focal point for meditation and worship. 
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Pujas and Vedic training: Left: Students of the Ashram’s 
Veda Patasala chant in the Samadhi Hall during one of 
the daily pujas to the Sivalingam, held at 6:45am, 9am 
and 5pm; Right: Ramana wearing the sadhu’s traditional 
angavastram on a trail with walking stick and water pot.
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setting up a satellite center affirm their commitment to promot-
ing the teachings and abide by specific rules, such as refraining from 
demanding funds. Once aligned, these centers are listed on the Sri 
Ramanasramam website. Some have physical facilities, while others 
are informal gatherings of devotees, often on weekends. Global sat-
sangs, Jayanti, Aradhana Day and Advent Day are organized to con-
nect devotees worldwide.

Sunita Parasuraman leads the Sri Ramana Maharshi Heritage Cen-
tre in the United States, a nonprofit that also supports the initiatives 
of Sri Ramanasramam in India. Sunita explained, “Dr. Venkat Raman-
an returned to India in 2020 to assume the role of president of Sri 
Ramanasramam and requested that I establish a nonprofit unit here 
to support the Ashram. I gladly accepted this responsibility. Serving 
Bhagavan and his Ashram is the greatest calling of my life.” 

Legacy & Influence
In December of 2024, director Bombay Chanakya launched a web 
series titled “Maharshi.” The episodes not only traverse the past, but 
also speak about the present global influence of Sri Ramana. The 
series has been airing every Sunday on Sri Sankara TV and is also 
available on the creator’s YouTube and Facebook channels. Simi-
larly, there are documentaries on Sri Ramana Maharshi on YouTube 
that have clocked a million views. One that comes to mind is “Jnani,” 
which is highly recommended, even by my family, as a must-watch. 

Many famous individuals have drawn inspiration from Sri Rama-
na Maharshi. Notable cinema figures include icons Rajinikanth and 
Ilayaraja, who have publicly acknowledged his spiritual influence on 
their personal and professional lives. Rajinikanth’s philanthropy in 
Tiruvannamalai and Ilayaraja’s humble devotion during Ashram vis-
its reflect their reverence. Other luminaries, such as freedom fight-
er Subramania Bharati, former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, and 
India’s Home Minister Amit Shah, were also profoundly impacted.

Early devotees included Major Chadwick, a World War I veteran; 
Mrs. Taleyarkhan, a Parsi; S. S. Cohen from Iraq; and Dr. Hafiz Sayed 
from Persia. Visitors also came from America, France, Germany, Hol-
land, Czechoslovakia, Poland and other countries, as noted by Arthur 
Osborne. Among them was Maurice Frydman, a Polish Jew who 

converted to Hinduism. Among the first Western devotees was F. H. 
Humphreys, a police officer. 

Sri Ramana’s Indian devotees included Sivaprakasham Pillai, an 
officer in the Revenue Department of the South Arcot District; Natesa 
Mudaliar, a teacher; Muruganar; and Ganapati Sastri, also known as 
Ganapati Muni. Sri Ramana called him Kavyakanta, meaning “one 
with poetry in his throat.” It was he who coined the title “Bhagavan 
Sri Ramana Maharshi.” 

Ram Mohan noted in the centenary souvenir that “prominent visi-
tors included mahatmas like Shri Shankaracharya of Puri, Parama-
hansa Yogananda, Swami Sivananda, Swami Chinmayananda, Sri Yogi 
Lakshman Joo and Sri Chidbhavananda, among several others.” It was 
inspiring to learn that Sri Ramana’s influence continues to shape the 
Advaita Vedanta legacy through several acharyas and other spiritual 
lineages.

Publications
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, former Vice President of India, wrote in his 
brief foreword for Arthur Osborne’s biography of the sage, “Sri 
Ramana Maharshi gives us the outlines of a religion based on the 
Indian scriptures which is essentially spiritual without ceasing to be 
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LEARN MORE

❖ Sri Ramanasramam: The Ashram’s official websitre, 
featuring his teachings, writings, photos and details about 
ashram activities. www.gururamana.org

❖ Who Am I: A Q&A with Ramana Maharshi on his essential 
teachings (pdf). www.bit.ly/WhoAmIRamana

❖ The Ashram’s YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/@SriRamanasramam

❖ Biography by Arthur Osborne: Ramana Maharshi and 
the Path of Self-Knowledge—widely available online

❖ Video Documentary, by Arunachala Ashram: A full 
biography, with footage of the sage at his ashram in the late 
1940s. bit.ly/RamanaDocumentaryArunachala

❖ Sri Ramana Maharshi Heritage Centre in the US:
website: www.srmh.org
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